
EASTHOPE 7-9 HORSEPOWER ENGINE 

Sample cover of another 
Easthope, a 4-6 HP, circa 1930s.

Excerpt from Tokinosuke’s Custodian Case File. 
— Office of the Custodian fonds Library 
and Archives Canada (RG-117 C-3).
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SAD TIMES: Tokinosuke returned to Japan with his 
wife and children in 1939. When his wife died there in 1941, he 
returned to Vancouver. Later that year, his boat and engine 
were seized (along with 1,200 other Japanese-Canadian 
boats). His boat was sold to the Canadian Fishing Co. Ltd. for 
$260, less than its $1,000 valuation. In 1942, his family were 
forcibly relocated to Hastings Park and then Slocan. When 
“Go East or Go Home” was enacted in 1946, he chose exile to 
Japan with several of his children.

PENDER HARBOUR CONNECTIONS: 
This Easthope became part of Bert Mackay’s collection 
which now resides with Pender Harbour Living Heritage 
Society. This engine was restored in 2025 by Tom Hume and 
Ian and David Mackay.

In 1926, Amy Easthope, daughter of George Easthope Sr., 
married Pender Harbour fisherman John (Jack) Rouse.

TOKINOSUKE UYEDA came to B.C. 
around 1909, fishing in the Fraser River for the 
Celtic Cannery of Vancouver. He bought this 
7-9 HP engine in 1938 for his 29-foot fishing boat, 
Swallow, pictured above.

EASTHOPE ENGINES were 
affordable engines made in B.C. by the 
Easthope brothers for over seventy years. 
Brothers Percy, George Jr. and Ernest managed 
the business from 1914 to 1953, setting up 
shops in Steveston and Vancouver. Popular 
in the 1920s and 1930s, the engines offered a 
means of power for the gillnet skiffs, previously 
propelled by sail or oar. The last Easthope was 
manufactured in 1968. Diesel had taken over.




