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(Left) The Ikeda float house at Whiskey Slough, ca. early 1930s. (Right) Section of the 
Purves map of Pender Harbour from 1935 shows Whiskey Slough and the Ikeda property.

MOVE TO PENDER HARBOUR: While living in the 
Steveston area of Vancouver, Torakichi made a living as a cod fisherman. 
Then in 1926 his fishing licence was stolen, and he was unable to fish 
any longer in the Vancouver zone. He relocated to Pender Harbour, 
towing his float house to the bay in Whiskey Slough where he owned a 
parcel of land.

Torakichi and Hisano lived in Pender Harbour for 16 years, raising four 
children. Their daughter, Misako, lived in Japan.

ARRIVAL: Torakichi Ikeda was born in 1882 in the Prefecture of 
Wakayama-Ken, Japan. In 1911, he left his homeland for a new life in 
Vancouver, and in 1912 , he married Hisano Kitade in Victoria. Hisano 
seems to have been a “picture bride,” one of more than 6,000 Japanese 
women who came to Canada after 1908 to become partners in marriages, 
knowing their prospective husbands only from photographs. (Canada 
abolished the practice in 1928.)

The Ikeda Family

Friends Helen Mackay and Cotty 
at Maple Leaf School, ca. 1930.

Right: The much loved Ikeda 
family: (Back row, l-r) Sumiko 
Bessie, Kazuko Cotty, Emiko; 
(Front row l-r) Torakichi, 
Masatsuga Jack, Hisano, ca. 1929.

Left. Jack with a prized salmon,
Pender Harbour, ca. 1933.

Right. Torakichi Ikeda on his 
36’ cod fishing boat Ikeda, 
ca. 1939-41.

Sisters Emiko and Bessie,
ca. 1935.

(Left) Torakichi Ikeda, ca. 1930s. (Right) Hisano Kitade at the time of 
her marriage to Torakichi in 1912.
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