only what they could carry.

Local resident Lewella Duncan recounted: “Everybody in the harbour went over
to the steamboat when they took the Tkedas away and everybody was crying.”
Pender Harbour fisherman, Sonny Mackay, was heartbroken at having to help

round up his Japanese-Canadian friends.

The Tkeda family, except for eldest daughter Emiko who had died, went to a self-
supporting internment camp at East Lillooet. The first winter was bitterly cold. Over
300 people lived in drafty uninsulated shacks with no electricity or running water.

DISPOSSESSION: The Custodian of Enemy Property seized Torakichi’s

boats, household items, tools and fishing equipment. Some items were shipped to
the Ikedas in East Lillooet and some were sold. Neighbour Lily (Bertha) Mackay = < =
had bought Torakichi’s land due to his non-payment of taxes. At his request, Lily S 1_._ = = o
bought his float house for $300. The federal Custodian held sale proceeds in an ' =
account for Torakichi which was remitted to him when requested.
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EARLY JAPANESE CANADIANS OF PENDER HARBOUR

The Ikeda Famil

INTERNMENT: In 1942, after Canada declared war with Japan, over
22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry were forcibly removed from the west
coast. Police came for the Ikeda family on May 21, 1942, ordering them to be ready
to board a Union Steamship vessel the next day. They were told they could take
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The Fishing Boat Ledger showing the lkeda sold for $1600
less than Torakichi’s valuation. — Office of the Custodian fonds
Library and Archives Canada (RG-117 C-3).

Cotty with: (left photo) daughter Marie Omori and Cledia Duncan;
(middle photo) Bert Mackay; (right photo) Lewella Duncan, 1996.
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Bessie opened “Bess’s Grocery“on East Hastings St. in Vancouver, seen here in
1973. — City of Vancouver Archives 1095-10126.

RESETTLEMENT:? The Ikeda family returned to the

west coast in 1949. Their son Jack fished the northern waters for
Nelson Bros. and was a co-owner and mechanic at Riverview
Marine in Richmond. According to Frank Nakashima, Jack
Ikeda was a very reliable top-notch mechanic.

Cotty and her daughter,
Marie, visited Pender
Harbour in 1996 to visit
good friends, the Mackays
and Duncans. She returned
again in 2000 to attend
Bert Mackay’s funeral.
Bert’s mother, Lily,
had bought the Ikeda
floathouse after the family
had been forcibly removed
from the harbour.

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS ARE FROM THE IKEDA FAMILY COLLECTION EXCEPT AS NOTED
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