
JAPANESE CANADIANS LOGGING
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A “Walking
Dudley”

Oxen used in logging at Bargain Harbour, circa 1911.
— CVA 371-2625.

BROKEN SHARDS: 
Many broken and burned pottery 
shards have been unearthed in 
Bargain Harbour, near where the 

Japanese logged.  Many of these items 
have a Dutch motif. It is only speculation 

that some of these items belonged to the 
Japanese loggers. However, the Dutch did trade 

with Japan for 200 years until 1853.

LOGGING WITH OXEN: 
Japanese Canadians were logging in 
Pender Harbour in the early years. They 
were logging in Bargain Harbour around 
1911, using oxen. The animals were 
affordable and strong. The power of a 
two-oxen team was harnessed by yokes 
around their necks.

In 1957 Robert Fuhland Donley wrote 
about Bargain Harbour: “The first active 
pioneers were Orientals, these being 
Japanese loggers, active and industrious, 
later to shock the early white settlers 
with their community baths.”

LOGGING USING A WALKING DUDLEY RAILROAD:
Around 1926 Kichitaro 
Kawasaki constructed 
a pole railroad and a 
log dump, and logged 
in the Kleindale area of 
Pender Harbour using 
a “Walking Dudley”. 
When the Depression 
hit in 1929, his 
company 
went out of 
business.




