
1946 Kawasaki family moved to Ontario,
but never returned to West Coast.
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CRAFTSMAN: Roy was a cod fisherman in the Gulf area 
in his 37’ boat Felix. According to boat builder, Barrie Farrell, 
the family built boats 
and big beautiful 
burl furniture. Roy 
was also a talented 
woodturner as
seen at right. 

The Kawasakis 
were loved by the 
community. Allen 
Farrell, a boat builder and neighbour, 
described them as hard workers, knowledgeable fishermen, and 
generous. When their boats were loaded with bait herring, they 
shared their catch with fellow fishermen who had less success. 

A “Walking 
Dudley”.

Purves map - Section of the Purves map of Pender Harbour from 1935 
shows Whiskey Slough and the Kawasaki property.KLEINDALE: The family first lived on a small island owned 

by Fred Klein at the head of Oyster Bay in the Kleindale area of 
Pender Harbour. Kichitaro constructed a pole railroad and a log 
dump, and logged in the area using a “Walking Dudley”. When the 
Depression hit in 1929, his company went out of business. 

WHISKEY SLOUGH: In 1937, Roy bought land 
at the head of Whiskey Slough. He purchased a 10-acre 
waterfront lot from Helen McHugh whose family owned 
much of the land in that area. Roy married Yaeko Ethel 
Sogawa in 1938 and Setsuko Louise was born in 1940. The 
family lived on their property with Roy’s parents until 1942 
when forcibly removed. Juichi’s whereabouts is not known. 

ARRIVAL: Kichitaro Kawasaki was born in Yamaguchi-Ken Prefecture, Japan. He 
and his wife, Taka, arrived in B.C. in 1903 with their son, Juichi, born in 1900. Their 
second son, Michio Roy, was born in 1910 in a Japanese rooming house at 369 Powell 
Street in Vancouver. 

By the late 1910s, the family was living in the Lund area where Kichitaro managed a 
logging camp. Juichi, who had travelled to Japan several times, arrived from Japan in 
1917 to join the family, working as a teamster with his father. From 1921-1926, Kichitaro 
ran a logging company, “K. Kawasaki & Company”, based in Union Bay on Vancouver 
Island. When the Union Bay operations ceased, the family moved to Pender Harbour. 
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Roy and Ethel, 1938. 
— Nikkei National Museum & 

Cultural Centre  2014.14.2.1.92. Roy and Ethel with Louise, 1941. 
— Nikkei National Museum &

Cultural Centre  2014.14.2.1.3.

The Kawasaki Family

— Cumberland 
Islander,

June 19, 1926.

The Kawasaki FamilyThe Kawasaki Family

— Cumberland 

June 19, 1926.

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS ARE FROM THE PHLHS COLLECTION EXCEPT AS NOTED

— McRae family.




