
The Kawasaki Family
INTERNMENT: In June 1942, the Kawasaki family was forcibly uprooted 
to the remote Slocan internment camp. At the time they were uprooted, Ethel was 
pregnant with their son, Susumo Brian, who was born in the camp four months later. 
Their daughter, Kiyomi Dawn, born in 1945, was also born at the internment camp.

DISPOSSESSION: The Custodian of Enemy Property seized Roy’s real estate 
in Whiskey Slough, including his home, a boat house, sheds and three
floats. The property was rented at first and then sold to Edward Warnock in August 
1943. According to Custodian records, the government also took the entire contents 
of  the home, including a cat and dog, two radio 
sets,  two sewing machines, 
thirty arbutus wood 
candlesticks, and “a large 
stand and bowl-shaped 
ornament which is rather 
valuable, as they are sold
to tourists.”

REPATRIATION: Although Japan surrendered in August 1945, a second 
uprooting came at in 1946. Japanese Canadians were ordered to “Go East or Go 
Home”. Move east of the Rockies or be exiled to Japan. Slocan City Train Station 
became a major train departure depot for those who were exiled. Kichitaro 
and Taka Kawasaki, both Japanese Nationals, were deported back to Japan on 
August 2, 1946. Michio and his family would have had to say goodbye to his 
parents at the Slocan train station.

Above: This excerpt from Roy’s Custodian 
Case File shows a list of confiscated 
household items, some of which were 
shipped to him in Slocan. The radios went to 
the Provincial Police.

­— Office of the Custodian fonds Library
and Archives Canada (RG-117 C-3).

Repatriation to Japan, Slocan, BC 1946.  —­Nikkei­National­Museum­&­Cultural­Centre­1996.178.1.33.
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RESETTLEMENT: By 1946 the 
Kawasaki family had moved to Toronto, 
Ont., later settling in Etobicoke. Roy and 
Ethel’s son, Brian, was an award winning 
student at the Alderwood Collegiate 
Institute, winning a Canada Centennial 
Scholarship in 1960. His younger sister, 
Dawn, also attended Alderwood Collegiate 
Institute before studying at the Ontario 
College of Art.
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The Fishing Boat Ledgers 
contain detailed information 
about vessels that the federal 
government confiscated during 
dispossession. This entry describes 
Roy’s boat Felix and includes 
details of the sale at a much 
reduced price.

— Kishizo Kimura fonds,
Nikkei National Museum

& Cultural Centre 2010.4.




