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The Kayahara Famil

ARRIVAL:? saichiro (Saichi) Kayahara left Hiroshima, Japan,
in 1902 for a new life in Canada. By 1907, he had been joined

by his wife, Shizu, and they settled in Vancouver. In 1911, they
moved to Pender Harbour, purchasing Lot 9 in the Hardscratch
area of Whiskey Slough, and Saichi found work as a fisherman.
Together they raised nine children, most of them born in Pender

Harbour (the eldest, Hajime, had been born in Japan to Saichi’s
first wife, T. Onchi).
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Section of the Purves map of Pender Harbour from 1935 shows Whiskey
Slough and the Napier property formerly owned by the Kayahara family.

- COMMUNITY: A community-minded Saichi

" carved the maple leaf which decorated the Maple Leat
4“[ School on Beaver Island (now Francis Peninsula).
This school opened around 1921 and several of
the Kayahara children were pupils there. In the
photograph below, Toji Scott and his brother, Shuzo
Thomas, are standing in the back row.
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Students gather on the steps of the Maple Leaf School, ca. 1925.
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