
DESTITUTE: At the time 
of their forced removal, the 
Kayahara family was destitute. 
By 1942 they owed rent dating 
back to 1930. Their food bills 
were also overdue. Some family 
members were sent immediately 
to the horse barns of Hastings 
Park before being sent to Ontario. 
Separated as a family, they were 
sent to: Fletcher, Fort William, 
Toronto, Port Arthur and London. 

RESETTLEMENT: The Kayahara family never returned to live on 
the west coast. After the war, they established new lives in Ontario while 
retaining their tradition of giving back to their community. For instance, Murray 
Kayahara, who had begun studying judo when he was eleven, founded an 
affordable judo club in LaSalle, Ontario, to help keep troubled children off the 
streets. The Kayahara Judo Club welcomed all. 

1031 E. Georgia Street, Vancouver, as it looked in 1978. This house 
was rented by the Kayahara family from 1928-1942. — CVA 786-46.20.

INTERNMENT: With Canada’s declaration of war against Japan in 
1941, 22,000 people of Japanese ancestry were removed from the coast in 
1942, regardless of citizenship or naturalization.

In 1942 Saichi was a self-employed cabinet maker in Vancouver and several 
of their children were working. Toji Scott was a millhand at Powell Lumber 
& Fuel Co. Ltd. in Vancouver, Masa Martha was a nurse in training, Ina 
Rose was a hat cleaner. Sixteen year old Mamoru Murray was a student. 

After leaving Pender Harbour in 1928, Saichi and his wife, Shizu, were 
living at 1031 East Georgia Street in Vancouver. They welcomed a newborn, 
Louisa May, in 1929. 

The Kayahara Family

Helping kids in trouble.
 — Windsor Star, September 2, 1986.

Murray Kayahara, judo instructor.   
— Windsor Star, March 4, 1961.

Excerpts from Custodian 
files show how destitute the 
Kayahara family were.
— Office of the Custodian fonds 
Library and Archives
Canada (RG-117 C-3).

Saichi and Shizu ended their days in Chatham, Ontario, 
ca. 1940s — Kayahara family.
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