
The family at East Lillooet camp. (Back, l-r) Bob, Lillian, Rosalie (Front, l-r) Margaret, Miyuki, Rick, 
Yasumatsu, Frank, 1947.

In 1968 Yasumatsu’s five sons 
founded the Nakashima Judo 
Club, honouring their father’s 
role in supporting judo. All 
became judo experts. Head 
Instructor, Frank Nakashima, is 
centre back, ca. 2023.

Bob and Frank Nakashima founded Pacific Net 
& Twine Ltd. Fisherman know their stores in 
Steveston, Parksville and Prince Rupert.

INTERNMENT: In 1942 the Government of Canada stripped the rights of all inhabitants of 
Japanese descent, regardless of citizenship. Families were ejected from their homes and shipped to 
internment camps or work camps located a minimum of 100 miles from the west coast.

When Eikichi Nakashima heard that the RCMP were intending to seize his fish packer boat 
Lake Biwa, he fled to Egmont. On arrival, he found the Mounties waiting to arrest him. When three 
Mounties came to seize Yasumatsu’s London 1, Yasumatsu, despite being outnumbered, used his 
judo and sumo talents to toss each one into the water. Boats and property were confiscated and 
sold by the federal Custodian of Enemy Property at much less than market value.

Eikichi attempted to fight for his rights as a naturalized Canadian citizen. In 1943, he sued the 
federal government over the illegality of the War Measures Act of 1942. He lost his case, and the 
court decision became a powerful precedent impacting future judgements.

Eikichi was sent with his wife, Otoye, and their four children to an internment camp at Lemon 
Creek, five miles outside of Slocan in the B.C. interior.

The Nakashima Family

LILLOOET: Because Eikichi’s son, 
Yasumatsu, was deemed able to support his family, 
they went to a self-supporting internment camp 
in East Lillooet. Not only did the camp inhabitants 
suffer profound lack of freedom and a distressing 
disconnection from their home on the coast; 
physical conditions in the camp were dire.

However, the internees worked together to build 
55 uninsulated tarpaper shacks for shelter, raised 
their own produce and opened a school for their 
children from grades one to eight. Yasumatsu and 
Miyuki tried to shield their children from the racial 
prejudices of the society that had put them in the 
camp. Frank, who was born in the camp along 
with his three younger brothers, recalls believing 
that he was having a normal childhood.

RESETTLEMENT: Eikichi went to 
Winnipeg before returning to Vancouver in 1951. 
Yasumatsu’s family returned to Vancouver in 
1951. With eight children to support, Yasumatsu 
took out a mortgage, built a fish boat and started 
over at age 47.

The success of the Nakashima children and 
grandchildren in the years after the war is a 
testament to their ancestors who overcame racial 
injustice and the confiscation of their property 
and dignity. They were carried forward by their 
philosophy, “Shikata Ga Nai,” which translates as 
“It cannot be helped.” 

 Among the Nakashima descendants are 
several entrepreneurs and scholars, including 
academicians who have contributed key research 
into the study of racial discrimination.

— Times Colonist,  May 27, 1944. 
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