Uprooted Again

In the spring of 1945, all the camps except New Denver were closed.
Japanese Canadians were now required to choose between
dispersal east of the Rockies or being exiled to Japan. In eastern
Canada, they faced discrimination, substandard housing, low wages,
and menial jobs.

Yet, for the majority, Canadian by birth, Japan was a foreign war-
torn country.

In the Slocan Valley, Japanese Canadian organizations hired a lawyer
to contest the validity of the “repatriation” survey in B.Cs Supreme
Court. The case was dismissed on a technicality.

Throughout the summer of 1946, thousands were disbursed east of
the Rockies while 10,344 were registered to go to Japan. But
through the interventions of the Japanese Canadian Committee for
Democracy, it was deemed 3,500 dependents could not legally be
“deported”. The Order-in-Council was repealed in 1947.
Unfortunately, five boats with 3,965 people had already been sent
to Japan.

Japanese Canadians were not permitted to return to B.C. until 1949.
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